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And so we must look into our hearts as America approaches the new cen-
tury, pledging to devote our energies to reinvigorating the shared values
that will enable us to embrace the future together. We must never go back
to the terrible days of racial and ethnic division, nor can we afford to dis-
miss our problems by ascribing them to isolated groups or areas of the
country. Instead, let us join hands to lighten our burdens and build bridges
among people and communities so that we can be one America—a Nation
of extraordinary possibility with opportunity, freedom, and respect for all.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, by virtue of the authority vested in me by the Constitu-
tion and laws of the United States, do hereby proclaim July 1996, as A Na-
tional Month of Unity. I call upon religious leaders of all faiths to empha-
size the need for healing and tolerance. I ask all Americans to join these
efforts by working together to mend divisions and promote understanding;
by reaching out to friends and neighbors of all races and faiths in a spirit
of fellowship; and by seeking to strengthen, through words and actions, the
ideals of equality and community cherished by generations of Americans.
In this birth month of our Nation, let us set an example for the world we
welcome to Atlanta for the Centennial Olympic Games by rededicating our-
selves to America’s fundamental truth: E pluribus unum—from many, one.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this first day of July,
in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of the Inde-
pendence of the United States of America the two hundred and twentieth.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6909 of July 18, 1996

Captive Nations Week, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
This year marks the 38th commemoration of Captive Nations Week—a na-
tional expression of solidarity and support for all those around the globe
who suffer the harshness of oppressive rule. Democracy and human rights
have made great advances in recent years, thanks to the courageous efforts
of determined men and women. Yet, despite these strides, far too many
people throughout the world live without the benefits of freedom. As this
century draws to a close, we must remember the millions who still live in
fear and the countless children denied the prospect of a bright future by
authoritarian regimes.

The United States’ commitment to liberty has ensured over 200 years of
justice and individual rights for our citizens. We have worked hard to real-
ize our founders’ vision of independence, and we cherish our proud history
of offering support and encouragement to others who share that dream. In
this post-Cold War era, when ethnic, racial, and religious conflicts pose
new challenges to the global community, we must honor that legacy and
continue to build a future of international stability and peace.

This week and throughout the year, let us rededicate ourselves to the pro-
motion of liberty and universal human rights for those who suffer under
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the yoke of tyranny in other lands. The United States will continue to
champion political freedom for all races, religions, creeds, and nationali-
ties, pledging to keep faith with people everywhere who cherish the fun-
damental values that Americans have always held dear.

The Congress, by Joint Resolution approved July 17, 1959 (73 Stat. 212),
has authorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation des-
ignating the third week in July of each year as ‘‘Captive Nations Week.’’

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 21 through July 27, 1996, as
Captive Nations Week. I call upon the people of the United States to ob-
serve this week with appropriate ceremonies and activities celebrating the
principles on which this Nation was established and by which it will for-
ever prosper.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this eighteenth day
of July, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and ninety-six, and of
the Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and
twenty-first.

WILLIAM J. CLINTON

Proclamation 6910 of July 25, 1996

National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day, 1996

By the President of the United States of America
A Proclamation
Forty-three years ago, a negotiated cease-fire ended 3 years of open warfare
on the Korean peninsula. This cease-fire came after more than 54,000
American deaths and the capture of thousands of our brave soldiers, sail-
ors, airmen, and Marines. For those who returned home, the armistice
brought mixed emotions—too many of their comrades-in-arms remained
prisoners of war or missing in action, and the importance of this Cold War
conflict was yet to be fully understood.

Today, as the United States and South Korea maintain a strong partnership
and democracy continues to sweep the globe, we remember the extraor-
dinary sacrifices made by our men and women in uniform during the Ko-
rean conflict, and we pay tribute to their courage and their commitment to
freedom. As American service men and women support the cause of peace
around the world, we honor the proud legacy of our Korean War veterans
who gave of themselves so that others might live in liberty. And as a testa-
ment to their proud and selfless service and sacrifice, the Korean War Vet-
erans Memorial stands today in our Nation’s Capital.

The Congress, by Public Law 104–19 (36 U.S.C. 169m) has designated July
27, 1996, as ‘‘National Korean War Veterans Armistice Day’’ and has au-
thorized and requested the President to issue a proclamation in observance
of this day.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, WILLIAM J. CLINTON, President of the United
States of America, do hereby proclaim July 27, 1996, as National Korean
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